
WHAT IS 
YEARBOOK?

WESTFIELD MIDDLE SCHOOL 2017-2018



IT’S THE CLASS WHERE WE CREATE 
THE SCHOOL YEARBOOK

This yearlong class incorporates 
• Journalism
• Graphic Design 
• Technology 
• Business 
• Marketing
• Photography 

It is for highly motivated, independent, and creative students.



WHAT YEARBOOK IS & WHAT IT ISN’T
✖ This is NOT an art class,

○ there is no drawing/painting/clay, etc…
○ We do cover graphic design and photography

✖ This is a journalism production class

✖ It is a student-run business, yearbook is more like a job than a 
class.

✖ It’s OK if you are a little shy, but you have to be able to talk to 
people you don’t know, both students and adults.



TOP MIDDLE SCHOOL YEARBOOKS 
IN THE NATION

and have won multiple national awards (for both individual 
student work and overall publication work) 

We are proud to be one of the



2012 WMS Yearbook 2013 WMS Yearbook

• CSPA Silver Crown
• All American
• Best of Show (twice)
• Gallery of Excellence
• Picture of the Year
• President’s Collection

• CSPA Gold Crown
• Best of Show (in a high school 

division)
• Gallery of Excellence
• Picture of the Year
• President’s Collection



2014 WMS Yearbook 2015 WMS Yearbook

• NSPA Pacemaker Winner
• Best of Show
• CSPA Silver Crown 
• All American
• Gallery of Excellence
• President’s Collection

• NSPA Pacemaker Finalist
• Best of Show
• CSPA Gold Crown
• All American
• Gallery of Excellence
• President’s Collection



2016 WMS Yearbook

• NSPA Pacemaker Finalist
• Best of Show
• CSPA Crown Finalist
• All American
• Gallery of Excellence
• President’s Collection



WHAT GOES INTO A YEARBOOK?
It’s WAY MORE than just taking pictures!



2012 WMS YEARBOOK - Choir Spread



2013 WMS YEARBOOK - 7th Grade Portrait Spread



2014 WMS YEARBOOK - Content Spread



2015 WMS YEARBOOK - Divider spread



2015 WMS YEARBOOK - Interrupter Spread



2016 WMS YEARBOOK - OPENING SPREAD



LET’S BREAK IT DOWN
What goes into making just one yearbook 

spread like what we just saw?



OUR PROCESS (TO MAKE ONE SPREAD)
1. Students 
pick up to 3 
topics  (like 
Choir,Golf 

&PE) for their 
page

3. Take at 
least 1000 
pictures of 

each topic at 
multiple 

events, pick 
photos

2. They 
research the 

topics  by 
interviewing 

multiple 
students & 

adults 

4. Upload 
photos. 
Identify 

people in pics, 
check name 

spelling

6. Write their 
story, captions 
and other text 
for the spread 

5. Interview 
more people 
to get direct 

quotes to 
write stories 
and captions

7. Get 
feedback from 
editors & Ms. 

Staub and 
pass spread to 

editors

9. Student 
editors create 

needed  
graphics and 
fix photos for 
the spread  in 

Photoshop

8. Student 
editors check 
the spread for 

spelling, 
grammar, and 

accuracy

10. Student 
design editors 

lay out the 
page in 
edesign

11. Spread is 
submitted to 
publishing 

company for 
printing.

OUR YEARBOOK HAS OVER 145 PAGES- WE DO THIS FOR EACH ONE! 



WE ARE LOOKING FOR STUDENTS WITH
✖ Writing Skills
✖ Design, Photoshop, and Photography Skills
✖ Work Ethic, Responsibility and Dedication
✖ Creativity and Enthusiasm
✖ Teamwork and Effort



STUDENTS MUST 
APPLY FOR THIS CLASS

Not all students that apply will be selected for the class



WHY DO YOU HAVE TO APPLY?
✖ The interest in this opportunity is high. 
✖ The work is challenging.
✖ There is a required level of professionalism and maturity.
✖ There are only a limited number of spots.

Not all students who apply will be selected. 
There are set requirements listed for the students who are selected.



APPLICANT REQUIREMENTS
✖ Students must turn in a completed application on time 
✖ If the student scores high enough on the application, they must attend the 

task-oriented interview session
✖ Students must score high enough/make the scoring cut off from their work 

completed at the interview session
✖ Students must maintain good grades; no D’s or F’s in any classes (currently and 

while on staff)
✖ Students must have at least two positive teacher recommendations (part of the 

application process – Ms. Staub will get these from your teachers).

✖ Students should exhibit an interest in photography and writing.
✖ Student cannot have an excessive number of absences
✖ Students must have the ability to attend out of school events.



how are you selected?

✖ Applications are scored on a point system. 
✖ Those that score high enough to make the cutoff 

(and score high enough during the task oriented 
interview) will be invited to join the staff

✖ A portion of your score is also based on meeting 
the criteria from the previous slide

○ Any late or incomplete applications or any turned in without 
an interview will automatically be disqualified.



HOW DO I APPLY?
How do you apply to join our yearbook class?



tO APPLY
1. Fill out the online 
application form at: 
wmsybk.weebly.com 

2. Submit the online 
application by 

Tuesday, April 11 @ 5 pm.

3. If your application scores high enough, you will receive a letter inviting you to 
Round Two where you will attend the task-oriented interview session

● The interview is a required part of the application process for those that make 
it to Round 2.

● If you are selected for ROUND TWO, please make sure you will be available to 
attend the interview session from 2:50-4:15 pm on Wednesday, April 19th

Snacks will be provided.
Not all applicants will be invited to Round Two. 



WHY SHOULD YOU APPLY?



✖ Get better grades in high school and as college freshman (than 
non-yearbook students)**

✖ Receive national awards for both individual and group work
✖ Attend field trips to conventions and summer workshops 
✖ Learn skills for real-world careers, photography, graphic design, 

business, marketing, social media, Photoshop, reporting, 
interviewing, writing, and so much more!

✖ Provides a variety of creative, unique, and memorable experiences. 
✖ Learn important 21st Century skills such as organization, leadership, 

meeting deadlines and working in and with a team
✖ Become part of a yearbook program that is one of the TOP middle 

school yearbooks in the NATION
✖ It’s a lot of work, but it’s also a lot of FUN!



YEARBOOK CLASS FAQ’S
Frequently asked questions about yearbook class



WHAT IS THE BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL COMMITMENT?
✖ Required Before/After School Events:

○ Pre-summer training afterschool one day between May 18 - 26 (info will be sent to 
you in your acceptance letter)

○ Open house (you will only need to attend one shift/day)

✖ Other Events:
✖ Depends on what you sign up for. 

○ If you are doing the football page, you would have to go to at least one game to take 
pictures and talk to players. 

○ If are doing the Art club page, then you would have to stay after for art club at least 
twice to photograph and interview people. 

✖ Around deadline time, most students have to stay after to get work done at least once during 
help session, but some stay until 4 or 5. We also sometimes come in on Saturdays or Flex 
days – but this is not required. 

✖  You just need to have the ability to stay after if needed.



WHAT IS YEARBOOK CAMP?
✖ Yearbook camp is AWESOME
✖ It is not required, but HIGHLY Recommended
✖ We start the yearbook at camp BEFORE school even starts!
✖ It’s at Ball State University on July 9 - 13
✖ You get to:

○ Stay in a dorm
○ Have a student id
○ Eat at the college cafeteria (chick fil a, starbucks, pizza, etc.)
○ Go to classes in college classrooms
○ Hang out and get to know your fellow yearbook staffers
○ Learn about all things yearbook
○ Start on the yearbook!
○ HAVE FUN!!!!



HOW DOES THIS WORK WITH SCHEDULING?
✖ Yearbook will take one of your 3 elective periods
✖ That means that you have 2 other elective periods, which 

allows up to 6 other electives (if all 1 trimester) that you will 
be able to take over the course of the school year

✖ Those with a yearlong music class (choir or band) will have one 
elective period (three trimester-length courses) taken up by 
their music class
○ If you choose to also take a yearlong world language, you can still also 

take yearbook. As long as you are OK with only having those 3 
electives all year.

○ You can also choose to switch to a trimester length music course if you 
get into yearbook and decide you would like more electives



HOW DOES THIS WORK WITH SCHEDULING?
SAMPLE Yearbook Student Schedule*

With no other yearlong electives
Tri 1 Tri 2 Tri 3

1st Period Core Class

2nd Period Core Class

3nd Period Core Class

4th Period Core Class

5th Period Elective: YEARBOOK

6th Period Elective (Art) Elective (health) Elective (PE)

7th Period Elective (CCR) Elective (Spanish survey) Elective (App creators)

* this is just a sample. actual class periods and elective options may differ



HOW DOES THIS WORK WITH SCHEDULING?
SAMPLE Yearbook Student Schedule*

W/ Yearlong Music

Tri 1 Tri 2 Tri 3

1st Period Core Class

2nd Period Core Class

3nd Period Core Class

4th Period Core Class

5th Period Elective: YEARBOOK

6th Period Elective: Band or Choir

7th Period Elective (health) Elective (PE) Elective (CCR)

* this is just a sample. actual class periods and elective options may differ



HOW DOES THIS WORK WITH SCHEDULING?
SAMPLE Yearbook Student Schedule*

W/ Yearlong Music & Yearlong World Language (8th grade only)

Tri 1 Tri 2 Tri 3

1st Period Core Class

2nd Period Core Class

3nd Period Core Class

4th Period Core Class

5th Period Elective: YEARBOOK

6th Period Elective: Band or Choir

7th Period Elective: Yearlong Spanish or French

* this is just a sample. actual class periods and elective options may differ



HOW DOES THIS WORK WITH SCHEDULING?

Once students are selected, the guidance counselor will work with 
you to adjust your schedule accordingly.

Please do not contact the counselors ahead of time.

They will not make any changes until Ms. Staub sends them the 
final list.



HOW MANY 6th Graders will be selected?
✖ The class is designed to be mostly for 8th grade 

students with just a couple 7th grade students

✖ We will select anywhere from 2-6 current 
6th/incoming 7th grade students total (depends on the 
scoring cutoff)

All 6th grade applicants that are not selected this year are HIGHLY 
encouraged to apply again in 7th grade (to be on staff in 8th grade)



ANY ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS?
Check out our website for more information: 

http://wmsybk.weebly.com/

Or email Ms. Staub directly at:
stauba@wws.k12.in.us

http://westfieldmiddleschoolyearbook.weebly.com/
http://westfieldmiddleschoolyearbook.weebly.com/
mailto:stauba@wws.k12.in.us
mailto:stauba@wws.k12.in.us

